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auditory, and glosso-pharyngeal nerves. This distribu¬ 
tion explains the ocular, auditory and nasal reflexes. The 
consideration of other ramifications to the sympathetic 
makes plain the various vaso-motor disturbances that are 
due to irritation of the dental branches. The author, 
Macnaughton Jones, is of the opinion that such irrita- 
tations explain in great measure the pathology of infancy. 
Convulsions cease when dentition is over. Vomiting, 
diarrhoea, spasmodic cough, and eczema of the face, in 
certain instances, are distinctly due to the dental irritation 
that accompanies teething. This is also a cause of 
laryngismus stridulus, and of intermittent strabismus, 
following convulsions. In the latter case there should 
always be careful examination of the eye, to insure a 
positive diagnosis. Henoch has already shown that 
dental irritation may induce infantile paralysis, a condi¬ 
tion that rarely develops after the age of three or four 
years. Trismus is of similar origin. The extraction of 
the offending tooth cures it. Spasm of the orbicularis 
palpebrarum has been known to follow caries of the 
incisors and molars. Tic douloureux is sometimes due to 
the same cause. Amblyopia, ciliary and conjunctival 
congestion, together with ocular hypertension such as 
glaucoma, may be induced by decay of the teeth. Head¬ 
aches of dental origin (Lauder Brunton) affect chiefly the 
temples and occiput. L. F.B. 

Relation of General JParesis to Locomotor 
Ataxia .—In the “ France Mddicale,” August 26, 1892, 
Pierret, of Lyons, gives certain interesting opinions 
concerning the mooted question of tabes and paresis in 
the same patient. Arbitrary separation of brain and 
spinal cord diseases the author considers a mistake. So- 
called psychic-phenomena obey the same laws as sensitive 
and motor phenomena. Pathologically, and synthet¬ 
ically as regards brain functions, including the function 
of mind, there are but two generic diseases: those of the 
centripetal system of receptivity and those of the centri¬ 
fugal system of expression. One morbid entity has been 
proved to involve every element of the sensory system, 
and that is locomotor ataxia. Neurologists affirm that 
ataxies are never insane. But this error has been refuted 
by Westphal and Baillarger. The latter has demon¬ 
strated the fact that ataxies have morbid psychic 
manifestations similar to the characteristic mental 
troubles of general paresis; also that the delusions of 
paresis may utterly disappear. Pierret himself has 
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found regions of atrophy (sclerotic encephalitis) in the 
brains of tabetics who were without delusions or any 
insanity, and this lesion has also been observed by 
Jendrassik. 

The characteristic insanity of locomotor ataxia con¬ 
sists in delusions of persecution, together with maniacal 
excitement based upon delusional interpretation of the 
pains that are due to the disease itself. This delusional 
interpretation of pain is not based upon an hallucination, 
but upon indisputable sensitive and sensory phenomena. 
Occasionally, delusions of grandeur arise, together with 
motor disturbances, as tremor, and difficulty in standing. 
Such patients sink into dementia, and even in this last 
stage, there still remain vestiges of the former character¬ 
istic mental state of locomotor ataxia. On the other 
hand, the form of mental trouble that accompanies 
systemic sclerosis implicating the entire psycho-motor 
system, is pure paretic dementia, general paresis without 
delusions. To speak correctly, persons thus afflicted are 
neither megalomaniacs nor melancholiacs. They are 
motor dements in whom thought cannot, so to speak, 
evince itself otherwise than by motor expressions. The 
two clinical forms thus described have been confounded 
with paresis, due at the onset to diffuse lesions. Hence¬ 
forth Pierret thinks, that they should be considered 
and described as separate entities. L. F. B. 

Changes in the JPia Mater of the Insane .—The 
“ Journal de Mddecine de Paris,” April 17, 1892, gives an 
abstract of Francesco Del Greco’s histological report on 
the examination of the brains of eighteen insane persons. 
In general paresis, there were evidences of periarteritis 
of the small vessels of the brain substance and the pia 
mater, together with diffuse nuclear infiltration of the 
membrane, particularly in the portion nearest the cortex. 
There was nearly always present a chronic fibrous men¬ 
ingitis.- Sometimes the small vessels presented an 
obliterating endoarteritis as well as a periarteritis and 
fatty degeneration of the muscular coat. The uniform 
finding of periarteritis in the brains of paretics, even if 
in those who died on the the outset of the disease before 
the brain substance became the seat of sclerosis and 
atrophy, strengthens the observer in the belief that vas¬ 
cular lesions resulting from chronic hyperaemia, constitute 
the initial factor in the histological changes of the brain. 
Changes in neuroglia and nerve cells are secondary. 

The autopsy of insane persons subject to pellagra re- 



